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Summer 
Concert 

Series starts 
July 6th

Harrisonburg-Rockingham 
Concert Band - 7:30 p.m.

Bridgewater 
Little League 
to Host State 
Tournament

The Little League 
State Tournament 

is returning to 
Bridgewater 

after an 
absence 
of 16 
years.  
This 

July the 
Bridgewater 

Community 
Little League 

will be hosting 
the event for 11 and 12 
year old boys and girls.

The tournament will open on Thursday, 
July 17th with a picnic and opening 
ceremonies.  Games will continue through 
the weekend with the championship game 
set for the following Tuesday (rain date 
Wednesday if necessary).  

The state tournament always draws a 
crowd.  It’s a great chance for families 
and baseball fans to see some high quality 
play by these dedicated young athletes.  
Tournament weekend will be a busy one 
in Bridgewater as we’ll also have the 
annual lawn party at the same time.  In 
order to make travel more efficient, we’re 
looking into a bus service traveling to 
and from both events, which should help 
cut down on traffic congestion.  The 
next issue of the Current will have more 
details about the state tournament and the 
Bridgewater Fire Company’s lawn party.

Project Healing 
Waters Returns to 

Bridgewater
On Saturday, June 

7th a dozen “wounded 
warriors” will ride 
through Bridgewater on 
their way to Mossy Creek 
Lodge to participate in 
the 7th annual Mossy 
Creek Invitational Fly 
Fishing Tournament.  
They will be hosted by 
Bob and Robin Fitch in 

conjunction with Project Healing Waters, a 
national organization dedicated to easing the transition of these 
injured veterans into everyday life.  For many of the disabled 
soldiers, the socialization and camaraderie of this weekend is 
priceless.

While the focus is on a fun weekend for the disabled 
veterans and their sponsors, Project Healing Waters also uses 
this event as a fundraiser to support their national mission 
of helping those disabled by the recent wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq.  On the local level many volunteers help organize 
and manage the tournament including representatives of the 
Massanutten Chapter of Trout Unlimited and Mossy Creek Fly 
Fishing.

Project Healing Waters began in 2005 serving wounded 
military at Walter Reed Army Medical Center returning from 
combat in the Middle East.  Since then the program has 
expanded nationwide, establishing successful events with 
Department of Defense hospitals, Warrior Transition Units as 
well as Veterans Affairs Medical Centers and Clinics.  We are 
honored to  
have these 
wounded 
veterans and 
their families 
grace our 
community, 
if only for a 
weekend.
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The effort to clean up the Chesapeake Bay has imposed strict regulations on local and state governments, 
improved sewage treatment plants and addressed the runoff from agriculture properties.  Now DEQ is asking 
for voluntary help from the citizens of Virginia.  While no one wants to add to the pollution load on our streams 
and rivers, it is an unfortunate fact that our everyday lives often do.  The following everyday activities can 
result in added pollution to our waterways.

Department of Environmental Quality Suggests 
Ways You Can Help Clean Up the Chesapeake Bay 

Pets and Our Water Quality
We’ve addressed 

the issue of pet waste 
before, but it was 
always from the 
aspect of common 
courtesy to your 
neighbors.  Here’s 
something else to 
consider; stormwater 

carries animal waste into our waterways.  When it does, 
it adds nitrogen to the water that, in excess, helps deplete 
the oxygen that is necessary for aquatic life.

Lawn and Garden Tips
Lawns don’t 

necessarily present a 
problem, but excess 
fertilizer, pesticides and 
herbicides do.  Make 
sure you don’t exceed 
the manufacturer’s 
recommendations for 
any of these products.  
Another problem is 
grass clippings entering 

the storm water system where they can block drains.  
Even if they flow freely to North River they can still 
create a problem.  

Washing Your Car
Believe it or not, 
the day is probably 
coming when 
washing your car in 
your driveway will 
be illegal.  An effort 
is being made at the 
state level to prohibit 
this activity because 

the soap and grit from washing a car eventually ends up 
in streams and rivers.  If you want to help keep pollution 
out of the river, DEQ suggests that you wash your car 
where suds cannot enter storm drains or drainage ditches.  
Why not wash your car in the yard instead of the 
driveway?  According to DEQ, that would help.  Also, 
consider using biodegradable, eco-friendly detergents 
and use them sparingly.  

An Opinion on Chesapeake 
Bay Regulations

Before we complain, let’s just say that we 
understand.  State and federal governments 
must be fair and impose all regulations across 
the board.  However, “common sense” tells us 
that pollutants aren’t discharged equally by all.  
Some communities have industries or agricultural 
operations that tend to produce more nitrogen and 
phosphorous, but others do not.  Some towns and 
cities have put a lot of effort into cleaning streets, 
building detention ponds and putting into place 
good “housekeeping” practices regarding their 
maintenance operations, but obviously others fall 
short of that standard.

We’ve long wished that localities were 
governed or “punished” based on the amount of 
pollutants discharged into streams and rivers.  
That way, the state and federal governments would 
know where the problems were occurring and 
could address them directly.  

How would you do this?  It’s actually quite 
simple.  Just as we measure the level of pollutants 
at a sewage treatment plant by testing the 
discharge, you could collect and test samples 
of the stormwater discharge from localities.  
This could be done by sampling the discharge 
from stormwater pipes or by evaluating steam 
conditions above and below a community 
before, during and after a storm event.  Then, if 
a community exceeded limits, you could assess 
fines and require corrective action.  The cleanup of 
the Chesapeake Bay has required the expenditure 
of billions of tax dollars, but has shown marginal 
results.  Perhaps the regulatory approach cast too 
wide a net and focused on aspects that weren’t 
cost effective in treating pollution.

If the Virginia State Police stopped every car 
on I-81 and assessed them a small fine because 
there’s a “speeding problem”, we’d be outraged.  
The public would demand that those causing the 
problem should be fined, not the rest of us.  Yet 
the Chesapeake Bay solution is similar to that 
example.  The community that pollutes the most 
faces the same regulations as the one that pollutes 
the least.  Perhaps that’s the fair way to deal with 
the problem, but from our perspective it’s not the 
most effective.
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Perdue Provides 
Civic Service...

again
Dubbed “Project Clean Stream” by 

their parent company, Bridgewater Perdue 
employees set aside Saturday, April 5, to 
clean up areas along our streams and rivers.  

While their focus always starts with 
Cooks Creek Arboretum, this year they 

also had time to work 
on other areas like 
North River Road just 
outside the town limits, 
Slab Road in Dayton 
and Parsons Court/Mill 
Street in Mt. Crawford.

Bridgewater is 
blessed to have so many 
citizens volunteer their 
time to make this a 
better place to live.

From left to right: Adolfo Hernandez, 
Kim Ramirez, Camille Ashby, Todd Ashby, 
Christian Ramirez, Danielle Powers, 
Bruce Powers, Jessica Lokey-Smith, Dante 
Edwards, Blanca Alas, Manuel Blanco

                  
Announcing...

Wildwood Days A Success
       On May 27th second graders from John Wayland Elementary 

descended on Wildwood Park for a day of learning and fun. 
       This year their activities included reading The Life Log and 

and then using hand lenses and microscopes to explore and find 
different types of life in rotted logs.  They also participated in the 
planting of a butterfly garden, a nature scavenger hunt and enjoyed 
the beauty of our environment by creating water color paintings of 
plant life reflections along the banks of North River.

       The Town values this partnership with our local elementary 
school and believe the Wildwood project helps parents and students 
take pride and ownership in our valuable local resource.

Second Annual 
Parade is 

Planned for 
December

Bridgewater Foods will be 
sponsoring its second annual 
Christmas Parade on Saturday, 
December 6, 2014.  John Marklin, 
owner of Bridgewater Foods, 
describes it as a “great way to start 
off the Christmas season.”  

According to current plans, 
the parade will follow the same 
route as last year starting at the 
Bridgewater Retirement Home and 
going up Main Street and ending 
at Bridgewater Foods. Last year 
there were over 80 floats and groups 
marching in the parade and expect 
to expand this year. And of course 
Santa will be on hand at the Fire 
House to take pictures with the kids 
after the parade.
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Round Hill Garden Club News

May Garden of the Month
Chester & Eleanor Bowman

107 Oak Meadow Drive

Business Beauty Spot
United Bank

309 North Main Street

To nominate a garden call Sally Lance at 
867-5347 or Ann Menefee at 432-9921.

United Bank has been chosen by Round 
Hill Garden Club as the Business Beauty 
Spot for the month of May.  While United 
has a variety of common shrubs like 
nandina, liriope and Blue Globe Spruce, 
what caught the eye of Club members were 
the native trees.  

The dogwood, Virginia’s state tree, was 
in full bloom with delicate pink blossoms 
and the Fringetree (pictured behind the 
flagpole) was covered with white blossoms 
(see inset).  Both trees can be found in 
Virginia’s state and national forests.

Serviceberry 
trees add height 
to the flowerbed 
adjacent to the 
driveway.  “The 
Cedar Waxwings 
just love the berry 
produced by this 
tree,” explained 
Eleanor.  “As the 

berries start to 
ripen, the birds 

come in flocks to 
feast on this tiny 

fruit.” (inset picture) 

(left) Cedar Waxwing 

The tree just to the 
left of the ‘Garden of 
the Month’ sign is a 
Carolina Silver Bell.  
They are native to 
eastern North America 
and have white or pale 
pink flowers produced 
in an open cluster of 2-6 together. Trident Maple, standing just to the right of the sign, has unique 
three-lobed leaves, some with reddish coloring on their edges. The deep red, almost maroon, shrub 
is a Japanese Maple. Their backyard is just as beautiful as the front and in addition to standard 
plants such as peonies, pansies, boxwoods, lilacs, etc., they have some unusual ones as well.  

When Eleanor and Chester moved into 
their home thirteen years ago, the yard was a 
blank slate waiting for them to design.  They 
chose several tree and shrub varieties and 
complemented them with beds of flocks, 
knockout roses, hollies and spruces.  We 
could try to describe every plant and tree the 
Bowman’s placed in their yard, but think 
these pictures will do a better job than our 

mere words.

(left)  The white, threadlike four-lobed 
blossoms of the Fringetree usually 

appear in May.  From 4 to as much as 9 
inches long, they produce dark blue to 

purple fruit in late summer.
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Storytime Stuff
(0-5 years)

Momma Goose Rocks 
Thursdays, 10:15 a.m.
Precious Preschoolers 

Thursdays, 11 a.m.

K-5 Stuff
Lego Club

2nd Tuesday, 2:30 p.m.   

Crafty Kids
Wednesdays, 2 p.m.

North
 River Library News

Two Age Groups
0 - 10 years

11 - 17 years

http://
www.mrlib.org/YouthSpot/

YouthSummerReadingGames.aspx

118 Mt. Crawford Avenue
540-434-4475, Ext. 4

One-Year 
Celebration 

Planned
The Bridgewater Historical 

Museum has a host of 
activities planned from 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. for 
Saturday, June 14 
to celebrate their 
first year.  

The 
Shenandoah 
Valley Minstrels 
will be 

performing on the 
lawn during the 

afternoon from 1 to 
5 p.m.  BHS will also 

host the Bridgewater 
High School Class of 1949 

during the afternoon.  
The community is invited.

Staycation Vacations
The concept of a “staycation” has become popular over the past few years as gasoline prices have risen 

and the economy damaged the concept of “disposable” income.  What is a “staycation”?  It’s simply the 
idea of a stay-at-home vacation.  It’s day trips to interesting places that you normally don’t see, but are 

located in your own backyard.  Many locals have traveled to Staunton to see the 
Woodrow Wilson Birthplace and Presidential Library or explored one of the 

many caverns that dot the Shenandoah Valley.  If tourists drive thousands 
of miles to see our landmarks, caverns or the Skyline Drive, maybe 
that’s something we should consider as well.

While looking for things to do on your “staycation” please 
remember that Bridgewater College has an array of camps and 
activities, especially for children.  For years they’ve had baseball, 

basketball, volleyball and soccer camps for youth ranging in age from 
4-18.  If you are interested, complete details can be found at their websit, 

www.bridgewatereagles.com/camps.  
Another local choice could be Ashby Recreational Association.  They have 
organized activities such as fitness camps, water aerobics and even a “boot” 

camp.  If you aren’t into organized events, they also offer open swims for 
members and their families.  Check their website at www.ashbypool.
com or email them at ashbypool@gmail.com.  Want to talk to someone 
by phone?  Just call 828-6231 and they’ll be glad to answer your 
questions.

The Shenandoah Valley is a beautiful part of our nation and a 
popular vacation spot worldwide.  Maybe the concept of a “staycation” 

will help us realize that “there’s no place like home”.
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Summer Concert Series starts July 6th
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Concert Band - 7 p.m.

Bridgewater Rotary Club   ....... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church .
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to 
anyone interested in weight loss or weight 
management.  For more information please call 
Vickie Bland at 568-6539. 

June 2  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary  ...
6:30 PM at Bridgewater Rescue Squad building.  
Meets the first Monday of every month. New 
members welcome.  For details call 828-3395.

June 2  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  .............7 PM 
at Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

June 3 Congressman Goodlatte Open Door  ..........
A representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s 
office will be available the first Tuesday of every 
month from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council 
Chambers of the Bridgewater Community Center 
or may be contacted at 885-3861.

June 3  Massanutten Archeological Society  ....
7 PM.  Regular monthly meeting at Arey Hall in 
the Bridgewater Municipal building.  The public 
is invited to join us. For additional information, 
please see our website at http://www.mcasv.org or 
contact Kay Veith at vaveith@comcast.net or 540-
564-0635.

June 3  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary..... Meets 
the first Tuesday of every month at 7 PM at the Post 
home on Dry River Road.

June 9  Bridgewater Family and Community Educators  
7:30 PM.  Meets second Monday of every month at Arey 
Assembly Hall in the Bridgewater Community Center.  
New members welcome.  For information contact 
Rosetta Harris, 828-6273. 

June 10   Greater Ashby Business Council  ............ 
 12 PM (noon) at Bridgewater Fire Company building.  

All are welcome to attend this free monthly group 
that supports and promotes local business growth, 
networking, and education.  For information contact co-
chair Larry Elkins at 540-641-2668.

June 18  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644.... Meets the 
third Wednesday of every month at 7:30 PM at the Post 
home on Dry River Road.  Call 828-0051 for further 
information.  Chicken BBQ last Saturday of every 
month beginning March 29th.

June 23 Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary 
Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.   New members welcome.  
Call 828-2035 for more information.

Spring Yard Sale 
Date - June 14

To have your address listed in 
DNR and on Town website 

call 828-3390 during 
business hours. Last day 
to call in your address is   

5 p.m. Friday, June 6.


